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[Jakarta, 7 September 2016] – ASEAN countries are at the crossroads in settling various 
criminal cases, including the illicit trade of narcotics. Using the excuse of a ‘war’ against 
narcotics, they in fact ignore the principles of human rights. Strictly speaking, war is not a proper 
term to be used for the series of actions taken in the fight against narcotics. Even in a real war, 
all necessary means are taken to prevent side casualties. 
 
The Coalition for the Abolition of the Death Penalty in ASEAN (CADPA) is fully aware of the 
growth of the illicit trade in narcotics in Southeast Asia. Besides widely diminishing the image of 
society, narcotics also threaten and destroy our nations’ younger generation. CADPA provides 
full support for the efforts of all countries in overcoming drug-related crime including imposing 
fair sentences on the perpetrators and the possibility of law enforcement involvement. However, 
those efforts should not be carried out in any manner that overlooks human rights.   
 
Fighting drug-related crime must have a basis in scientific evidence and the health of society. 
There are certain ways that can be implemented in resolving drug-related crime cases, for 
example, by enhancing the access to rehabilitation for narcotic users and reviewing the criminal 
policies for drug users to reduce the high populations in prisons. 
 
Capital punishment and extra-judicial killings are also susceptible to taking away the lives of 
innocent people. In addition, it has been proven that capital punishment does not remove or 
decrease the rate of drug-related crime. 
 
Recent events have shown an alarming trend in the territory of Southeast Asiain terms of the 
way in which the countries are resolving criminal cases. Moreover, this territory is a vulnerable 
area especially for groups of migrant workers who are easily exploited into becoming side 
victims of drug-related crime. Mary Jane Veloso, Merri Utami and Rita Krisdianti are faces of 
female migrant workers who have become victims of human trafficking and the illicit drug trade. 
 
Countries are supposed to stop crime,not end lives. [ ]  
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